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HPREC Picnic at HP Cupertino Redwood Grove 
 
The HP/Agilent retirees�  picnic was held in the Redwood 
Grove at the HP Cupertino site on June 7th. This is by far my 
favorite HPREC event. Unfortunately, I was out of the area 
and unable to attend this year. But I have received many 
inputs that the attendees had a very enjoyable afternoon. 
About 350 retirees and guests enjoyed the beautiful weather, 
food, drinks, music, bingo, and reminiscing with old friends.  
 
Staging an event of this magnitude presents many challenges 
to Harold Kaye and Judy Coleman and the many people on 
the picnic committee. A very big Thank You to everyone 
who worked long and hard to make this a great day in the sun. 
We will conduct a review of all the comments we have 
received on the event and work to make next year�s picnic 
even more fun. 
 

Upcoming HPREC Events 
 
The Holiday Luncheon is scheduled for December 15th at the 
Crowne Plaza in Palo Alto. Michael Mendenhall, HP�s senior 
VP and Chief Marketing Officer, is currently scheduled to be 
the speaker for this event. So mark your calendars and save 
the date for another great get together. 
 
HPREC Nominating Committee 
 
Pat Capshaw is chairing the nominating committee. The 
committee will select a candidate for each opening and present 
the names to the HPREC membership for approval in October. 
   
 

 
HP/Agilent Volunteers 
 
The HPREC Volunteers continue their efforts in community 
service. There are many opportunities for volunteers to 
contribute to our communities in programs such as Second 
Harvest and the Back-to-School project for children in need. 
The Back-to-School effort, which will be done in early 
August, involves stuffing backpacks with supplies relevant to 
specific grade levels.  We can always use more people to help 
out. These community projects offer a great opportunity to 
team up with your former HP/Agilent colleagues to benefit the 
less fortunate. 
 

Activities 
 
Now that summer is here, it�s time to think about participating 
in some of your favorite outdoor activities. Your club offers 
opportunities to join together with your HPREC friends and 
colleagues on the hiking trails or on the golf course. Of course 
the indoor activities like Bible Studies, Bowling, and Bridge 
continue through the summer as well. 
 
Your board is always ready to consider other activities that 
may be of interest to our membership. If you have any 
suggestions please forward them to me or any of your Board 
members. 
 

Trips 
 
A Day at the Races is scheduled for August 9th. This will be 
your last chance to see the horses run at Bay Meadows. 
Beach Blanket Babylon and dinner scheduled for October 
29th. A number of other interesting Day Trips are also being 
studied.  
 
A Bus Trip to visit the Nixon and Reagan Libraries is 
scheduled for early September. 
 
Extended trips 
 
A cruise to Mexico is planned for October 11th through 21st. 
 
I encourage all members to take an active part in the many 
activities of the club.  
You can contact me at 408-732-1437 or at 
stan.mccarthy1@comcast.net with any questions and ideas 
that would make the club more meaningful to you. 
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Dubai/Athens Trip – May 2008 
 
By Cort Van Rensselaer, photos by Cort and Carol Arnett 
 

 
L to R,  back row: Cort Van Rensselaer, Rich Fausett, Don Higgins, Pat 
Fausett, Rolfe Johnson, Suzanne Sedlewicz, Bea Fioretti. Front row: 
Carol Arnett, Jean Van Rensselaer, Dorothy Higgins, Yukio Horie, 
Barbara Johnson 
 
Our HPREC (HP Retired Employees Club) group of 12 toured 
Dubai, UAE (United Arab Emirates) then cruised to Athens by 
way of Shalala (Oman), Luxor (Egypt), Petra (Jordan), and 
Alexandria (Egypt).  The Crystal Symphony cruise vessel took 
us to the Gulf of Aden, the Red Sea and the Mediterranean 
Sea, transiting the Suez Canal on the way. 
 
Our Lufthansa Flight from San Francisco to Dubai was 
uneventful, but long, as we had a lengthy stopover at Frankfurt 
(Germany). Our Dubai hotel, the newly refurbished Hyatt 
Regency, provided views of the amazing city. After a short 
night’s sleep, we were picked up by our guide, Marshall, and 
bus driver for a concentrated tour of the city. We viewed the 
extremely exclusive ($2,000 + per night) Burj Al Arab Hotel, 

which is built on the 
water resembling a 
sailing ship.  At the 
Dubai Museum, we 
saw exhibits which 
traced the history of 
the Dubai trading 
center over several 
hundred years. 
 
The highlight of the 
day was our dinner 
cruise aboard Al 
Mansour Dhow 
(traditional wooden 
boat). We cruised 

among the lighted skyscrapers of downtown Dubai, including 
the world’s tallest building, which is now under construction.  

 
Next morning we visited Jumeirah Mosque, where we were 
treated to a detailed explanation of Muslim traditions, 
including practical aspects of men’s and women’s dress. Then 
we visited the Mall of the Emirates, where the world’s only 
indoor desert ski area is located. This multi acre facility 
provides a mountain-themed snow setting, complete with 
snow toys and 
a chairlift and  
five  downhill 
runs provide 
about 200 
vertical feet of 
skiing. The 
indoor 
temperature of 
about 25 
degrees (F) 
contrasts with 
outdoor temps 
in excess of 
100 degrees. Cort Van R. completed his 2008 ski season by 
making several runs using rented equipment. 
 
Following the ski slope experience, we transferred from our 
hotel to the Crystal Symphony, spending another full day in 
the UAE. Our visit to the horse racing track was memorable 
because of the impressive facilities and the hundreds of 
condos under construction nearby. A dozen construction 
cranes were hard at work building second home residences for 
mostly non-Arabs from all over the world. We wondered if 
Dubai is in danger of fostering another real estate speculation 
boom and bust.  
 
Our final Dubai adventure was a four wheel drive “Desert 
Safari,” which included dune driving, a camel ride, henna 
painting and a barbeque dinner complete with belly dancer 
entertainment. Our skillful driver took us over steep sand 
dunes where we skidded at dizzy angles but failed to turn 
over.  
 

We found Dubai to be a friendly, safe, and very cosmopolitan 
city. The Western-educated leader, Sheikh Mohammed al-
Maktoum, has made Dubai an internationally recognized 
success in a contentious Middle East.   


